
 Readings for 6  th  October 2024 
 (from New International Version bible) 

 Psalm 26 
 1  Vindicate me, Lord, for I have led a blameless life; I have trusted in the Lord and have 
 not faltered.  2  Test me, Lord, and try me, examine my heart and my mind;  3  for I have 
 always been mindful of your unfailing love and have lived in reliance on your 
 faithfulness.  4  I do not sit with the deceitful, nor do I associate with hypocrites.  5  I abhor 
 the assembly of evildoers and refuse to sit with the wicked.  6  I wash my hands in 
 innocence, and go about your altar, Lord,  7  proclaiming aloud your praise and telling of 
 all your wonderful deeds.  8  Lord, I love the house where you live, the place where your 
 glory dwells.  9  Do not take away my soul along with sinners, my life with those who are 
 bloodthirsty,  10  in whose hands are wicked schemes, whose right hands are full of bribes. 
 11  I lead a blameless life; deliver me and be merciful to me.  12  My feet stand on level 
 ground; in the great congregation I will praise the Lord. 

 A reading from Job 1:1; 2:1-10 
 1  In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was  Job. This man was blameless and 
 upright; he feared God and shunned evil. 

 1  On another day the angels came to present themselves  before the Lord, and Satan 
 also came with them to present himself before him.  2  And the Lord said to Satan, 
 “Where have you come from?” Satan answered the Lord, “From roaming throughout the 
 earth, going back and forth on it.”  3  Then the Lord  said to Satan, “Have you considered 
 my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man 
 who fears God and shuns evil. And he still maintains his integrity, though you incited me 
 against him to ruin him without any reason.”  4  “Skin  for skin!” Satan replied. “A man will 
 give all he has for his own life.  5  But now stretch  out your hand and strike his flesh and 
 bones, and he will surely curse you to your face.”  6  The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, 
 then, he is in your hands; but you must spare his life.”  7  So Satan went out from the 
 presence of the Lord and afflicted Job with painful sores from the soles of his feet to the 
 crown of his head.  8  Then Job took a piece of broken  pottery and scraped himself with it 
 as he sat among the ashes.  9  His wife said to him,  “Are you still maintaining your 
 integrity? Curse God and die!”  10  He replied, “You  are talking like a foolish woman. Shall 
 we accept good from God, and not trouble?” In all this, Job did not sin in what he said. 
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 A reading from Ephesians 6:10-17 
 10  Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  11  Put on the full armor of God, 
 so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.  12  For our struggle is not 
 against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
 powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 
 13  Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that  when the day of evil comes, you may 
 be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  14  Stand 
 firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of 
 righteousness in place,  15  and with your feet fitted  with the readiness that comes from 
 the gospel of peace.  16  In addition to all this, take  up the shield of faith, with which you 
 can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  17  Take the helmet of salvation and 
 the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

 A reading from the Gospel of Mark 10:2-16 
 2  Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is  it lawful for a man to divorce his 
 wife?”  3  “What did Moses command you?” he replied.  4  They said, “Moses permitted a 
 man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.”  5  “It was because your hearts 
 were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus replied.  6  “But at the beginning of 
 creation God ‘made them male and female.’  7  ‘For this  reason a man will leave his father 
 and mother and be united to his wife,  8  and the two  will become one flesh.’ So they are 
 no longer two, but one flesh.  9  Therefore what God  has joined together, let no one 
 separate.”  10  When they were in the house again, the  disciples asked Jesus about this.  11 

 He answered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits 
 adultery against her.  12  And if she divorces her husband  and marries another man, she 
 commits adultery.”  13  People were bringing little  children to Jesus for him to place his 
 hands on them, but the disciples rebuked them.  14  When Jesus saw this, he was 
 indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, 
 for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  15  Truly I tell you, anyone who will not 
 receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”  16  And he took the 
 children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them. 
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