
 Readings for 16  th  June 2024 
 (from New International Version bible) 

 Psalm 20 
 1  May the Lord answer you when you are in distress;  may the name of the God of Jacob 
 protect you.  2  May he send you help from the sanctuary  and grant you support from 
 Zion.  3  May he remember all your sacrifices and accept  your burnt offerings.  4  May he 
 give you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed.  5  May we shout for 
 joy over your victory and lift up our banners in the name of our God. May the Lord grant 
 all your requests.  6  Now this I know: The Lord gives  victory to his anointed. He answers 
 him from his heavenly sanctuary with the victorious power of his right hand.  7  Some 
 trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God.  8 

 They are brought to their knees and fall, but we rise up and stand firm.  9  Lord, give 
 victory to the king! Answer us when we call! 

 A reading from Ezekiel 17:22-24 
 22  “‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself  will take a shoot from the very top of 
 a cedar and plant it; I will break off a tender sprig from its topmost shoots and plant it 
 on a high and lofty mountain.  23  On the mountain heights  of Israel I will plant it; it will 
 produce branches and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. Birds of every kind will 
 nest in it; they will find shelter in the shade of its branches.  24  All the trees of the forest 
 will know that I the Lord bring down the tall tree and make the low tree grow tall. I dry 
 up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. “‘I the Lord have spoken, and I will do 
 it.’” 

 A reading from 2 Corinthians 5:6-19 
 6  Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the 
 body we are away from the Lord.  7  For we live by faith, not by sight.  8  We are confident, 
 I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.  9  So we 
 make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it.  10 

 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may 
 receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.  11 

 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others. What we are 
 is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 
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 12  We are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an 
 opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is 
 seen rather than in what is in the heart.  13  If we are “out of our mind,” as some say, it is 
 for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you.  14  For Christ’s love compels us, because 
 we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.  15  And he died for all, that 
 those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and 
 was raised again.  16  So from now on we regard no one  from a worldly point of view. 
 Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.  17  Therefore, if anyone 
 is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!  18  All this is 
 from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
 reconciliation:  19  that God was reconciling the world  to himself in Christ, not counting 
 people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 

 A reading from the Gospel of Mark 4:26-34 
 26  He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God  is like. A man scatters seed on the 
 ground.  27  Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets  up, the seed sprouts and grows, 
 though he does not know how.  28  All by itself the  soil produces grain—first the stalk, 
 then the head, then the full kernel in the head.  29  As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts 
 the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”  30  Again he said, “What shall we say the 
 kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it?  31  It is like a mustard 
 seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth.  32  Yet when planted, it grows and 
 becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can 
 perch in its shade.”  33  With many similar parables  Jesus spoke the word to them, as 
 much as they could understand.  34  He did not say anything  to them without using a 
 parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. 
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