Readings for 8" May 2022

(from New International Version bible)

PLEASE NOTE: All readers are encouraged to read off right hand screen ie the
one in front of the Lectern.

A reading from Acts 9:36-43

3¢ In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was
always doing good and helping the poor. *” About that time she became sick and died,
and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 3% Lydda was near Joppa; so
when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged
him, “Please come at once!” 3° Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken
upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the
robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them. *° Peter
sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning
toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing
Peter she sat up. *' He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called
for the believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them alive. ** This became
known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord. ** Peter stayed in Joppa for
some time with a tanner named Simon.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord
Cong: Thanks be to God
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A reading from Revelation 7:9-17

° After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count,
from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their
hands. ° And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb.” ! All the angels were standing around the throne and
around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the
throne and worshiped God, !* saying: “Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks
and honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” ** Then one
of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come
from?” ** I answered, “Sir, you know.” And he said, “These are they who have come out
of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood
of the Lamb. **> Therefore, “they are before the throne of God and serve him day and
night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. ®
‘Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat down
on them,” nor any scorching heat. !’ For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be
their shepherd; ‘he will lead them to springs of living water.” ‘And God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes.”

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord
Cong: Thanks be to God

A reading from the Gospel of John 20:22-30

(Please invite the congregation to stand to hear the Gospel reading)

22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 2* If you forgive
anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples
when Jesus came. 2° So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he
said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the
nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 2¢ A week later his disciples
were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” ?” Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my
side. Stop doubting and believe.” 2® Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!” 2° Then
Jesus told him, “"Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed.” *° Jesus performed many other signs in the
presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book.

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord
Cong: Praise be to you O Christ
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